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Considerable criticism has arisen about the findings 
of the Warren Commission concerning the assassination of President 
Kennedy. Some critics have openly challenged the conclusions of 
the Commission. 

To support their speculation, some critics allege, 
among other things, that there is a discrepancy between portions 
of two FBI reports and the official autopsy reports regarding the 
wounds found in tlie President's body. 

The FBI reports record oral statements made by 
examining pathologists during the autopsy procedure and before all 
facts had been developed. The autopsy reports record the final findings 
of the examination. 

Two FBI Agents were present during the autopsy. 

They reported the following information: 
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"Dr. Humes (Dr. James J. Humes, chief autopsy 
surgeon) located an opening which appeared to be a bullet hole which 
was below the shoulders and two inches to the right of the middle line 
of the spinal column. This opening was probed by Dr. Humes with 
the finger, at which time it was determined that the trajectory of 
the missile entering at this point had entered at a downward position 
of 45 to 60 degrees. Further probing determined that the distance travelled 
by this missile was a short distance inasmuch as the end of the opening 
could be felt with the finger. Inasmuch as no complete bullet of any 
size could be located in the brain area and likewise no bullet could 
be located in the back or any other area of the body as determined by 
total body X-rays and inspection revealing there was no point of exit, • 
the individuals performing the autopsy were at a loss to explain why 
they could find no bullets." 

In the first FBI report submitted to the V/arren Commission 
on December 9, 1963, this data was summarized on page 18, "Medical 
examination of the President’s body revealed that one of the bullets 
had entered just below his shoulder to the right of the spinal column 
at an angle of 45 to 60 degrees downward, that there was no point of 
exit, and that tlie bullet was not in the body, " 
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While the autopsy was in progress, the pathologists 
learned that a bullet had been found on a stretcher at Parkland 
Hospital in Dallas, Texas. At the time, it was thought the bullet was 
found on the stretcher occupied by the President. The pathologists, 
based on this information, speculated the bullet "might have penetrated 
a short distance into the back of the heck and then dropped out onto 
the stretcher as a result of the external heart massage. " This data 
is recorded on page 88 of the Commission Report. 

As recorded on pages 88 and 89 of the Commission 
Report, the pathologists eventually were able to trace through the 
body the path of the bullet which struck the President in the back. 

Early on November 23, 1963, Dr. Humes contacted doctors at 
Parkland Hospital and confirmed his assumption that a tracheotomy 
had been performed at Parkland and a bullet hole in the front of the 
neck had been used as the point of incision. This information was in- 
cluded in the autopsy report, a copy of which was supplied to the FBI 
on December 23, 1963. 

The clothing worn by the President on the date of the 
assassination was examined in the FBI Laboratory. Results of the 
examination were included in the FBI report dated January 13, 1964, 
showing "there was a small hole in the back of his coat and shirt 
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approximately six inches below the top of the collar and two inches 
to the ri^t of the middle seam of the coat. Hiere were minute traces 
of copper on the fabric surrounding the hole. *' 

This report also referred to the early conclusions 
of the examining pathologists with the statement, "Medical 
examination of the Precedent's body had revealed that the bullet which 
entered his back had penetrated to a distance of less than a finger 
length. " The following portion of the report clearly Indicates the 
inaccuracy of this early conclusion: 

"There is a slit approximately one-half inch long 
about one inch below the collar button in the overlap of the shirt 
the President was wearing. The slit has the characteristics of an exit 
hole for a projectile. There is also a nick on the left side of the tie 
knot, which possibly was caused by the same projectile as it passed 
through the shirt. " 

On December 23, 1963, a copy of the autopsy report 
was furnished to the FBI by Secret Service which supplied a copy 
to the Warren Commission by the same date. Since the FBI was 
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aware the Commission had a copy of the official autopsy, it was not *» • 

i 

repeated In an FBI report. ’ f 

The Information regarding the wound set forth in the FBI 

i 

report of December 9, 1963, was a summarization of a preliminary ! 

» • 

observation by an examining pathologist. The FBI Laboratory examination 

of the President's clothing indicated this observation probably was in 

* 0 

error, and another reference to it was included along with the Laboratory 
findings in the January 13, 1964, report to point up this probability. 

My testimony before the Warren Commission on May 14, 

1964, clearly shows that there was no disagreement between the facts 
known to the FBI and the autopsy report. I stated: 

I 

"Now, first, it was thought that the President had been 
shot through the throat; that Is what the doctors at the Parkland Hospital 

felt when he was brought in. 

"If that had been true, the shot would have had to come 
from the overpass. But as soon as the body arrived in Washington, the 
doctors at Bethesda Hospital performed the autopsy and it was then 
determined definitely from their point of view that he had been shot 
from the rear. ..." This testimony is recorded on page 104 of Volume V, 

Hearings Before the President's Commission on the Assassination of 
President Kennedy. 
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